
 
2020-21 Competition FAQ’s 

 
This document was put together to help new families with questions they might have about the 
competition season. If you should have questions beyond this document, please reach out to 
your group’s communications parent.  
 
Do kids bring their luggage to the school on the days they leave for competitions? What size 
luggage should they bring? 
Any competition that allows luggage (suitcases) typically checks in their luggage the night 
before they leave. On competitions that only allow a duffle bag, students will bring their bags 
the day of.  Students in the freshman and senior high schools can have their carry-on locked up 
in the high school choir room practice rooms in the morning before the school day. 
Unfortunately, students in the middle schools will have to bring their carry-on with them after 
school to the high school for loading. Students sometimes bring a blanket and/or pillow with 
them for the bus ride.  
 
Is there a block of rooms set up for parents at the hotels for the competitions?  
Blocks of rooms are set up for parents when available and will be communicated via the weekly 
e-mail as soon as the information is available. Sometimes the parent block is at the same hotel 
the kids, sometimes it is at a nearby hotel. You are not required to stay at the parent block 
hotel, the block is set up for convenience and group discount pricing, and so that the parents 
can socialize together during competition weekends. If you should have questions AFTER the 
information comes out for the competition hotels, please contact the head travel parent. 
 
How will I know when our teams perform at competitions? 
The directors will send out specific agendas for all activities (including travel) prior to each 
competition. We get out the information as soon as we can. Sometimes competitions don’t 
send us information until just before the competition. 
 
Where can I get information about the competition venues? 
www.showchoir.com is a resource for venue addresses, prices, whether cash is accepted, 
competition group lineup, and more. Please remember that if you create an account on this site 
and post anything that you are representing Fairfield – not just you. 
 
Is there a parent group chat that I can join? 
A Facebook Group called Fairfield Parent Choir Connect will be set up at the beginning of the 
year so parents can share real time information about the event. This is completely optional, 
but is very beneficial. 



 
What is the cost of competitions? Are there children’s prices? 
Each competition varies, typically $15-$20 per person.  Some competitions have separate prices 
for kids/seniors, some don’t.  Check www.showchoir.com to see the details for each 
competition, including whether the venue will accept debit/credit cards or only cash. 
 
What if my daughter is struggling to do her hair and makeup in the required manner for 
competitions? 
Please have your daughter reach out to someone in the group or the costume moms. There are 
also video tutorials for hair and makeup that will help. The girls often help each other if they are 
aware someone needs help. 
 
What if there are changes to competition travel/schedule due to weather or other 
circumstances? 
Any changes will be communicated as soon as possible via Remind, Facebook, Slack, and E-Mail. 
Please do not reach out to the directors to see if changes will be made. Please do not create 
posts asking if things have changed as it only creates confusion and problems. The directors 
will alert you when there is a change. 
 
Do parents need to go to all the competitions? Is there a way to watch the competitions if 
they don’t go? 
Parents and families are welcomed and highly encouraged to attend, but it is not 
required. Every competition has it’s own way of running itself - live streams are not always 
available. Many parents volunteer to videotape/photograph the competitions when they 
permit it, and those videos/photos will be shared with the parents via the Fairfield Media 
Connect group that you can choose to be a part of. 
 
What should parents expect at competitions? 
We put on our Spirit Wear and cheer loud and proud at the competitions! Fairfield families try 
to sit together - and the louder we cheer, the more it pumps up our kids! Competitions are all 
day events, so you can choose to watch all the competing groups – which most of our parents 
do – or you can choose to do your own thing throughout the day. We are very proud of our 
presence and support of groups at competitions. The one thing we hear new parents talk about 
every year is that they wished they would have realized how much people wear their Fairfield 
gear and purchased it when available. 
 
Do our kids have to ride the bus to and from competitions or can they drive with their 
parents? 
The kids are expected to ride the buses with their teams to the competition. A lot of team 
building, team bonding, and team coaching takes place on the buses leading up to the 
competition. After the competition, you may take your student, but you must have filled out 
the permission form to have them checked out PRIOR to the competition weekend. 
 
 



Will the kids be chaperoned on these trips? 
Yes! Each show choir will have chaperones to supervise the kids for each competition. However, 
it’s important to realize that there will be unsupervised moments at competitions as kids will 
have free time to watch shows, eat, meet other show choir kids, etc. The chaperones ride the 
buses and attend all functions that the kids attend to take care of any needs that arise. 
 
How much money should I send with my child for each competition? 
Breakfasts will be provided for the kids (included at the hotel), but lunches and dinners are not 
unless you are told otherwise via the weekly e-mail. On the road, the stops are typically at 
places like Panera, Subway, Chipotle, etc. (or a food court at a mall).  During the competition, 
the kids will eat both lunch and dinner at the competition venue, and they can eat well for $20-
$25 for the competition day (remember not all competitions will accept debit/credit cards, so 
be prepared to send them with cash). In addition, competitions have t-shirts, souvenirs, etc. 
that many kids purchase. That ranges from all over so you will need to make the call on that. 
 
How many times during a competition do the teams perform and when are awards? 
Generally, Little Elegance and Rhythm Express either performs on Friday night (when a two-day 
event) or in the morning on Saturday. Awards for middle school happens on Friday night for 
two-day events and at the end of afternoon performances on Saturdays if a one-day event.  
 
FortissiBROS and Pure Elegance perform in the morning/afternoon on Saturday and Choraliers 
in the afternoon. At the end of afternoon performances, preliminary awards are given and 
announcements are made for which groups will perform that evening in Finals competition. 
FortissiBROS and Pure Elegance are sometimes eligible to compete in finals and sometimes are 
not. Awards for finals are held at the very end of the night. 


